
Rachel's Network

Rachel’s Network, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, is a
community of women at the intersection of
environment, philanthropy, and women’s
leadership who exchange ideas and take
action on our planet's urgent challenges. The
network was founded in 1999, when 18
women joined forces around a shared
commitment to conservation. Rachel’s
Network is named in honor of Rachel Carson,
who changed our understanding of the
natural world with the 1962 publication of
"Silent Spring."

Rachel’s Network members are activists,
business and community leaders, foundation
trustees, impact investors, and board
directors. They give privately and through
family, community, and institutional
foundations to causes ranging from
sustainable agriculture and toxics, to
conservation and climate change. They share
the conviction that together, they can help
one another effect transformative change.
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About us

Women Funders for
the Environment

Rachel’s Network is determined to help
create a world with a regenerative and
equitable economy, clean air and water, and
a healthy environment for all. Since 2000, our
network has collectively given over $2 million
towards strategic partnerships, investing in
women leaders at the frontlines of our
movement and the solutions that secure a
thriving planet for future generations. 

To deepen members’ understanding of the
urgent environmental and philanthropic
issues of the day, we offer program-rich
annual gatherings, along with regional events
and webinars on timely topics. Our advisors
and liaisons, prominent women
environmental leaders, provide high-level
expertise and keep us connected to
nonprofits that share our goals. Collectively,
the network is a dynamic community of
sounding boards, allies, and friends. To join
the network, visit rachelsnetwork.org/join.

http://www.rachelsnetwork.org/join
http://www.rachelsnetwork.org


Rachel's Network 
2020 Co-Funding 

The Rachel’s Network Catalyst Award provides women
environmental leaders of color support and recognition for their
commitment to a healthy planet, along with a $10,000 prize, and
networking opportunities. In 2020, we expanded the award to
recognize 25 leaders.

The Rachel's Network Catalyst Award

In 2020, our network granted $350,000 to projects that grow healthy communities
and promote women’s leadership. These projects included:

Young people are underrepresented in our democracy despite the
fact that they face the worst impacts from climate change. Student
PIRGs’ New Voters Project used digital tools to reach a cohort of
environmentally-conscious voters and provided the information
they needed to navigate the 2020 election and beyond. A grant
from Rachel’s Network helped enable this work.

Student PIRGs’ New Voter Project

COVID-19 hurt many small nonprofits and women environmental
leaders in our extended network. To express our support and
gratitude to these women and their organizations, we launched the
Community Resilience Fund in April to provide select organizations
and Catalyst applicants in our extended family with small
"emergency" grants to help them maintain their operations.

Community Resilience Fund

The American Chemistry Council has identified $36 billion in
potential petrochemical and plastic manufacturing investments in
the Ohio River Valley and corporations have already begun building
ethane cracker plants, pipelines, storage facilities, and other dirty
infrastructure. Rachel’s Network partnered with the People Over
Petro Coalition to help local communities fight back.

People Over Petro Coalition
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